Unit 1 Alternative Assessment
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Desktop Countries
What countries did your ancestors come from?

Select one country and do some research on it. Interview someone, perhaps a relative from that country, or read about it. Find a recipe you can prepare to share with the class. 

Then make a desktop display about the country you have chosen. Write the name of the country on a card and put it on your desk. Add a drawing of the country’s flag or map, or display a souvenir. On place cards, write several sentences about each object.

We will take turns visiting everyone’s “desktop countries”!
Desktop Countries

A. Conducting an Interview

When you have chosen a country for your project, think of someone who might have lived there. Or think of someone who might have friends or relatives who know about the country, its land, and its people. You may have to ask several people before you find the right person to interview. You could also interview more than one person.

When you interview someone, there are important things to remember. First you must prepare for the interview by learning as much as you can about the topic. Then write down the questions you want to ask. What do you want to learn? Try to avoid questions that can be answered with yes or no. For example, you might ask an immigrant to compare daily life in his or her home country with life in the United States.

When you conduct the interview, be very polite and respectful. Ask for

permission to use a tape recorder. This is the best way to remember all the details of what is said. Try to make the person feel that his or her story is important. You can make a bigger version of the chart below to prepare for your interview and record what you have learned.

Preparing and Conducting an Interview

	Questions
	Responses
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Desktop Countries (continued)

B. Preparing a Recipe

If you know someone from the country you have chosen, ask him or her to describe a favorite dish. You might suggest that the dish be fairly easy to make, but you can decide this for yourself. You might also be able to find a cookbook with dishes from that country.

Remember that you will prepare the dish at home and then bring it to school. Talk to your teacher about what dishes would work. Should your dish be served hot? If so, is there a way to heat up food at your school? Who will provide plates and utensils? You might ask an adult family member to help you with this part of the project.

Once you have chosen a recipe, talk to your family member about when you can prepare it. Ask for help if you need it. You might also want to work with a friend. Write the ingredients for the recipe in the space below.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check that you have all the ingredients you need before you begin. Be sure to follow the recipe carefully. Most recipes are not hard to prepare if you work step-by-step. Whenever you cook, use hot pads to avoid burns.

When you bring your dish to share with the class, be sure to let everyone know all of the ingredients. Some students have food allergies and should be aware of what they are eating. If possible, tell students how the dish you have prepared is part of the culture of your “desktop country.” Are the ingredients commonly found there? Is the dish used for particular special occasions?
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Desktop Countries (continued)

C. Making a Desktop Display

To make your desktop display, you will want to organize your research

information, interview notes, and drawings. Remember, you don’t need a lot of

information or many objects. Choose what will say something important about the

country.

Materials

paper

paints, markers, colored pencils, crayons

scissors

glue

tape

souvenir items from the country

craft sticks

Procedure

1. Begin by reviewing your research. Choose facts and information that you think

other students would like to know about your country. You might tell about

unusual land formations, products for which the country is best known, or

important traditions, art, or music.

2. Use photographs and writing to illustrate the information you have chosen to

include. Remember, your entire display must fit on your desktop. If you have

souvenir items, choose those you want to display. Then write a card to explain

each item.

3. Make a country flag. If you don’t know the flag of the country, look it up in an

encyclopedia or atlas. Use craft sticks to make a pole, and fly your flag from you

desk!

4. If possible, include a map of the country that shows major cities, landforms, and other important features.

5. Carefully label each item. You will want other students to look at your desktop

and be able to learn about your country.
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esponsess can about the topic.


































































































